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GENERAL PROVISIONS
' 50.01  PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION ESTABLISHED.
There shall be a Public Utilities Commission whose membership shall consist of persons appointed to the Commission by the City Council.

(1969 Code, ' 95.010)

Cross-reference:
Public Utilities Commission, see '' 31.075 et seq.

' 50.02  COMMISSION DUTIES.
The Public Utilities Commission shall control, manage, and supervise the water system of the city with full power and authority to make all rules, rates, and regulations.

(1969 Code, ' 95.020)

' 50.03  CONTRACT WITH USER.
The rules, regulations, and water rates of the Public Utilities Commission shall be a part of the contract with every person who is supplied with water through the water system of the city, and any person by taking water shall express his or her assent to be bound thereby, and whenever any such rule or regulation is violated, the water shall be cut off from the building or place of violation despite the fact that 2 or more parties may receive water through the same pipe.  Furthermore, the water shall not be let on again, except by order of the City Superintendent and upon payment of the expenses of shutting it off and turning it on, and other conditions as the Public Utilities Commission=s rules and regulations shall set forth.  In case of any violation of its rules and regulations, the Public Utilities Commission shall have the right to declare any payment made for the water by the person committing the violation to be forfeited.

(1969 Code, ' 95.030)  Penalty, see ' 10.99

' 50.04  SERVICE INTERRUPTION; LIABILITY DISCLAIMER.
No claim shall be made against the city or its Public Utilities Commission by reason of the breaking of any main, pipe, or cock, or for any other interruption of the supply or by reason of the breaking of machinery or stoppage for necessary repairs; and no deduction from normal charges will be made for any time that private water pipes may be frozen or not in service or unusable because of any act or negligence of the user.

(1969 Code, ' 95.070)


CONSTRUCTION AND CONNECTIONS
' 50.15  APPLICATION FOR WATER USE, PIPE EXTENSION.
(A)
Application for introduction of water into any premises or for extension of any water pipe shall be made by the owner or tenant with the written consent of the owner, upon printed blanks for that purpose, which may be obtained at the office of the secretary of the Public Utilities Commission.  The application shall state truly and fully all purposes for which water is required, and should additional use at any time be desired, the person desiring the same shall make a new application before the additional use will be allowed.

(B)
Where service pipes are intended to supply 2 or more distinct premises or tenants, and where only 1 service cock is used, the application must be made by the person or persons controlling the same, and who must pay the water rent of all the parties who are thus supplied, as separate water bills will not be made.

(1969 Code, ' 95.040)  Penalty, see ' 10.99

' 50.16  CONSTRUCTION AND CONNECTION; PERMIT REQUIRED; RULES APPLY.
(A)
Applicants must subscribe to and agree to be bound by those rules governing the use of water as may now be in force, or be made from time to time by the City Council or the Public Utilities Commission.

(B)
A special permit must be issued for each service connection, and each building, residence, business place, and the like.  Furthermore, a special permit must be issued for each branch connection when more than 1 connection is made by 1 service pipe.

(C)
A special permit must also be issued for making any extensions or alterations to the plumbing of any house, store, or building beyond that for which permission may already have been granted.

(1969 Code, ' 95.050)  Penalty, see ' 10.99

' 50.17  METERS.
(A)
The water will not be turned on for any premises except where sealed meters are used and until the applicant shall have paid the rent or charges required by the Commission.

(B)
All meters shall be placed where easily accessible to employees of the city or Commission.

(1969 Code, ' 95.080)  Penalty, see ' 10.99

' 50.18  TURNING ON; PERMISSION REQUIRED.
No plumber or any other person shall turn water into any service pipe except upon permission of the City Superintendent.  Plumbers, however, may turn the water on for the purpose of testing the pipes, and for that purpose only.

(1969 Code, ' 95.090)  (Ord. 99, passed 11‑13‑1969)  Penalty, see ' 10.99

' 50.19  SERVICE PIPE AND FIXTURES; INSTALLATION AND REPAIR.
(A)
The city will install all service pipes and stop cocks from the street mains to the outer edge of the sidewalk or the established outer edge thereof, and the cost thereof shall be charged to the applicant.  The length of the pipe in the street where the main is laid shall be taken as 1/2 of the width of the street irrespective of the location of the main therein.  The Commission will thereafter maintain and repair that portion of the water pipe up to the curb box, but not to exceed 50 feet.  All new construction, replacement, and repair shall be of a good grade of copper.

(B)
No person shall put in hydrants, sprinklers, or private fireplugs without a stop cock and approved by the Public Utilities Commission or the City Superintendent.

(C)
Persons taking water must at their own expense keep their service pipe and all fixtures connected therewith in good repair, and protected from frost, and must prevent all wastage of water.

(1969 Code, ' 95.120)  Penalty, see ' 10.99

' 50.20  SERVICE PIPES ACROSS LOTS PROHIBITED.
Along streets where mains are laid, no service pipes shall run from 1 lot to another but shall be connected in front of the premises or at some point in the street adjacent to the same.

(1969 Code, ' 95.130)  Penalty, see ' 10.99

' 50.21
HYDRANT AND FOUNTAIN PLACEMENT RESTRICTIONS.
No hydrant, except public drinking fountains, shall be placed within the limits of any street, except where the hydrant is securely closed and protected against general use; and no drinking fountain shall be erected for public use which has openings by which it can be used as source of domestic supply.

(1969 Code, ' 95.140)  Penalty, see ' 10.99

' 50.22  OPENING HYDRANTS RESTRICTED.
No person, except firefighters, for the legitimate purpose of extinguishing fires, or upon fire drill, shall open a fire hydrant connected with the fire service, without the consent of the Commission or the City Superintendent or his or her authorized agent.

(1969 Code, ' 95.150)  Penalty, see ' 10.99

' 50.23  PRIVATE FIRE HYDRANTS.
All proprietors of factories, lumber yards, halls, stores, elevators, warehouses, hotels, or public buildings, who are regular consumers of water from the city water system and who wish to lay large pipes with hydrant and hose couplings to be used only in case of fire, shall be permitted to connect with the street mains at their own expense upon application to and under the direction of Public Utilities Commission and will be allowed the use of water for fire purposes only free of charge.  All these pipes shall be provided with a suitable valve, which shall be sealed by the City Superintendent and have a stop and waste cock attached at the bottom and inside of the building.  The seal shall not be broken except for the extinguishment of fire, and in that instance the party shall immediately notify the Public Utilities Commission.  If the seal shall have been broken for any other use, the party so offending shall be fined.

(1969 Code, ' 95.160)  Penalty, see ' 10.99

' 50.24
CONNECTIONS TO MAIN; REQUIREMENTS.
(A)
All service connections or other attachments to any of the water mains or leads shall be made only as authorized and approved by the rules and regulations adopted by the Public Utilities Commission.

(B)
All pipe fittings and connections shall be of a type approved by the Public Utilities Commission.  Each service pipe shall have a stop or service cock placed inside the curb line at outer edge of the sidewalk or established sidewalk line, and shall be protected by an iron box with a cover.  Both the stop cock and its protecting box shall be of type approved by the Commission.

(C)
Where 1 service pipe is intended to supply 2 or more consumers, there must be a separate service cock for each.

(1969 Code, ' 95.170)  Penalty, see ' 10.99

' 50.25  SERVICE PIPE DIMENSIONS.
(A)
A 4‑inch main shall receive no larger than a 5/8‑inch tap; a 6‑inch pipe shall receive no larger than a 3/4‑inch tap; and no tap larger than 1 inch shall be inserted in any larger main.  When larger connections are desired, 2 or more small taps shall be used.  All taps in the main shall be least 18 inches apart and on opposite sides of the pipe.  No main shall be tapped nearer than 6 inches to the joint.

(B)
The brass ferrule or nipple tapped into the main shall be 1/8 inch smaller than the service pipe therefrom.

(1969 Code, ' 95.180)  Penalty, see ' 10.99

' 50.26  STOP AND WASTE COCKS.
There shall be a stop and a waste cock attached to every supply pipe at the point where it enters the building, inside the same, so as to allow the water to be shut off in frosty weather and the pipes emptied.

(1969 Code, ' 95.190)  Penalty, see ' 10.99

' 50.27  DEPTH OF SERVICE PIPE.
All service pipes shall be laid 6.5 feet deep.

(1969 Code, ' 95.200)  Penalty, see ' 10.99

' 50.28  EXCAVATIONS; RESTORATION.
(A)
When laying or repairing service pipes, the streets or alleys shall be opened in a manner which will occasion the least inconvenience to the public and admit uninterrupted passage of water along the gutter of the street.  The work shall be subject to the rules and regulations of the Public Utilities Commission, and every precaution shall be taken to ensure the public safety.

(B)
The street and pavement immediately upon the completion of the work shall be restored to as good a condition as it was previous to making the excavation.  Should any excavation in any street or alley be left open or unfinished for a period of 24 hours, or should the work be improperly done, the Commission shall have the right to finish or correct the work, and the expense thus incurred shall be charged to the persons whose work is thus finished or corrected, and shall be paid by those persons.

(C)
No connection with the mains shall be made during freezing weather except under the supervision or approval of the Commission.

(1969 Code, ' 95.210)  Penalty, see ' 10.99


ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT
' 50.40  WATER RATES AND CHARGES.
(A)
It is the policy of the city to discontinue utility service to customers by reason of nonpayment of bills only after notice and a meaningful opportunity to be heard on disputed bills.  The city=s form for application for utility service and all bills shall contain, in addition to the title, address, room number, and telephone number of the official in charge of billing, clearly visible and easily readable provisions to the effect:

(1)
That all bills are due and payable on or before the date set forth on the bill;

(2)
That if any bill is not paid by or before that date, a second bill will be mailed containing a cutoff notice that if the bill is not paid within 10 days of the mailing of the second bill, service will be discontinued for nonpayment; and

(3)
That any customer disputing the correctness of his or her bill shall have a right to a hearing at which time he or she may be represented in person and by counsel or any other person of his or her choosing and may present orally or in writing his or her complaint and contentions to the city official in charge of utility billing.  This official shall be authorized to order that the customer=s service not be discontinued and shall have the authority to make a final determination of the customer=s complaint.

(B)
Requests for delays or waiver of payment will not be entertained; only questions of proper and correct billing will be considered.  In the absence of payment of the bill rendered or resort to the hearing procedure provided herein, service will be discontinued at the time specified, but in no event until the charges have been due and unpaid for at least 45 days.

(C)
When it becomes necessary for the city to discontinue utility service to a customer for nonpayment of bills, service will be reinstated only after all bills for service then due have been paid, along with a turn-on charge as established by Council ordinance or resolution, as appropriate.

' 50.41  INSPECTION; RIGHT OF ACCESS.
The City Superintendent or his or her duly authorized agent shall have free access at all reasonable times to all premises using water from the system for the purpose of inspecting, removing, and replacing meters, examining water fixtures, and observing the manner in which water is used.

(1969 Code, ' 95.100)

' 50.42  WASTE OF WATER; CORRECTION REQUIRED.
No person shall waste water by permitting it to run through a faucet or fixture, or by permitting water to run longer than necessary in its proper use, or by failure to keep his or her service pipes and fixtures in good repair.  If the City Superintendent determines that water is being wasted for any reason, he or she shall notify the user of that water, and that user shall have 24 hours in which to discontinue the wastage.  If wastage is not discontinued within 24 hours after receipt of notice thereof by the user, the water shall be cut off until the objection has been removed and the reconnect fee, set by Council ordinance or resolution, has been paid to the secretary of the Commission which amount shall be credited to the Waterworks Fund.

(1969 Code, ' 95.110)  Penalty, see ' 10.99

' 50.43  RIGHT TO DISCONTINUE SERVICE.
The Public Utilities Commission reserves the right to discontinue water service to any or all patrons where water is extended beyond the city limits, and to all commercial users selling water to others or the public, when in its opinion necessity requires it.

(1969 Code, ' 95.220)

' 50.44  WATER MAIN EXTENSION.
The Public Utilities Commission shall have the power and authority to extend its water mains on any platted streets in the city, and the same shall be paid for by the Commission from its Water and Light Revenue Fund.

(1969 Code, ' 95.230)  (Am. Ord. -, passed 5‑11‑1965)

' 50.45  OBTAINING EASEMENTS.
Wherever it is deemed advisable and necessary for the betterment of the city water system, the Council or the Public Utilities Commission shall have the power and authority to obtain easements over, across, and through private lands for the purpose of looping dead ends of the water system and to take whatever steps may be required for the betterment of its water system.  These easements shall be paid for from the Water and Light Fund.

(1969 Code, ' 95.240)  (Am. Ord. 29, passed 10‑8‑1957; Am. Ord. -, passed 5‑11‑1965)
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