LAKEFIELD CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
January 21, 2020
ADOPTED

CALL THE COUNCIL MEETING TO ORDER at 7:00 p.m.
Council Present: Brian Rossow, Nathan Hall, , Brent Pavelko, Andrea Monson
Council Absent: Bruce Bakalyar

Others Present: Kelly Rasche-Clerk, Andrew Konechne-Police Chief, Richard Doescher, Justin Farmer, Chad
Janssen,

Agenda Approval — Motion to approve the agenda, made by Hall/Pavelko all yes, motion carried.

Minutes Approval — Motion to approve the minutes of January 6, 2020, meeting made by Monson/Hall, all yes,
motion carried.

Accounts Payable —Motion to approve the payments and the investment and transfer activity, in the amount of
$710,021.50 made by Pavelko/Hall, all yes, motion carried.

McQueen Repair Invoice for Snowblower -- The snowblower has been received and was used to remove snow
today. The invoices for the repairs total $25,544.18, insurance received is $8,319.61. Motion to approve payment of
the $25,544.18 made by Pavelko/Monson, all yes, motion carried.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
1. Police Dept — Mayor Rossow thanked the department for taking an active role in getting cars off of street
for the last snow event.
2. Clerk — PFA funding request

SCHEDULED/UNSCHEDULED GUESTS
Scheduled

Unscheduled

AGENDA ITEMS:

1. Ambulance hire request — Motion to approve hiring of Randy Olson as EMR for the ambulance service made
by Monson/Hall, all yes, motion carried.

2. WAPA Electrical Power Contract Approval — Lakefield purchases power from Western Area Power
Administration for distribution to its customers thru Lakefield Public Utilities. Lakefield has been using this
power wholesaler since the 1950s. This contract will be in effect until 2050. Motion to approve the WAPA
contract and authorize the Mayor and Administrative Clerk to sign made by Pavelko/Monson, all yes motion
carried.

3. 2020 Farm Acres Lease approval — Rasche spoke with Ackermann about renting the farm ground in 2020.
He would like to renew the terms of the 2019 contract. He would like the option to plant a cover crop on the
disturbed acres for one more year for the health of the dirt. 2019 was $135 per acre for 75 acres that are
located North of the Jackson County shop and if the acres that were disturbed by the pond are farmable in corn
or beans, the rent for those acres would be $67.50 per acre. If the disturbed acres are not corn or beans
farmable, Jacob shall plant a cover crop of his choice. Motion to approve the 2020 rent in the amount of $135
for 75 acres and $67.50 for additional corn or bean acres made by Monson/Pavelko, all yes, motion carried.
The additional acres will be discussed after planting is done and will be based on Ackermann’s planting
records. The acres along North Hunter Street will be pulled from the lease and platted into buildable lots.

4. Close Fund 421 & transfer monies (2018 Street Project CIP) — Motion to move all funds from Fund 421
(2018 Street Project CIP) to Fund 371 (2018 Bond Fund) and close Fund 421 made by Monson/Hall, all yes,
motion carried.
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OLD BUSINESS

OTHER BUSINESS

1. 2020 City Wide Clean Up — The cost of the 2019 city wide cleanup was $15,257.18. There were no
limitations on the number of items residents could place on the curb. The 2020 cleanup is scheduled for June
1, 2020. Motion to set 2020 City Wide cleanup as June 1, 2020, made by Hall/Pavelko, all yes, motion
carried. The council did not put any limitations on the amount that can be put out per property.

2. CGMC Legislative Action Day — March 11, 2020 — Rasche will be attending the day. Providing an update
on the wastewater project and its many pieces including the removal of water softeners and the role of
MNDoT on Hwy 86.

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

1. Other Board and Committee Reports —

i. Mayor Rossow is the chair of Southwest MN Broadband for 2020. No decision on the open
meeting law discussion. The drop cost assistance for new customers is going to happen again
during the 2020 building season.

ii. Historical Society annual meeting will be held in February. The board is working on ways to fund
the new building. They are having discussions on building the structure and using fundraising
dollars for finishing the building interior. They will be inquiring with the people in attendance of
the annual meeting for input of the project.

2. School Information — Rasche inquired if the council is ready to meet with the school board to being
discussions on the school building that will be vacated. Pavelko and Monson will meet with JCC school
board to discuss the middle school project. Councilor Hall is not convinced the city taking over the old
building is what should be done. The council discussed the old building, costs of maintaining the elevator
as the kitchen is in the basement, the costs of heating the structure, etc. The Lakefield taxpayers would be
responsible, if the city takes ownership of the building. Council Monson would like to see a group
organize to take over the building. Would the property be more conducive to a newly built community
center building vs. retrofitting the current middle school building? Rasche will coordinate a meeting with
Pavelko and Monson, but also researching the possibility of a closed session with the full school board.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
1. Next council meeting Monday, February 3, 2020, at 7:00 p.m. in City Hall.

Motion to adjourn at 7:50 p.m. made by Pavelko/Hall, all yes, motion carried.

Attest:

Kelly R. Rasche, Clerk Brian Rossow, Mayor
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