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LAKEFIELD CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

April 20, 2020 

ADOPTED 

 

CALL THE COUNCIL MEETING TO ORDER at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Council Present: Brian Rossow, Nathan Hall, Bruce Bakalyar, Brent Pavelko,  

 

Council Via Go To Meeting: Andrea Monson 

 

Council Absent:  

 

Others Present at Hall:  Kelly Rasche – Clerk, Lance Frerichs – Street, Chad Janssen, Andrew 

Konechne-Police Chief,  

 

Agenda Approval – Motion to approve the agenda, with addition, made by Pavelko/Hall, all yes, motion 

carried. 

 

Minutes Approval – Motion to approve the minutes of April 6, 2020, meeting made by Bakalyar/Pavelko 

all yes, motion carried. 

 

Accounts Payable –Motion to approve the payments and the investment and transfer activity, in the amount 

of $156,519.21 made by Pavelko/Hall, all yes, motion carried.  

 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

1. Street – Frerichs shared information about repairs on 9th Ave S which has a frost boil that has 

been a concern for several years. Steven’s Construction. is available to do the work tomorrow 

(April 21).  With no bus traffic, this in an opportunity to get the road repaired.  Motion to approve 

hiring Steven’s Construction to do the repairs made by Hall/Bakalyar, all yes, motion carried.  

Bakalyar asked about the frost boils on N. Hunter St. Frerichs feels these are smaller and the 

street department is going to try and do some repairs themselves. 

2. Police – Nothing 

3. Clerk -- Nothing 

SCHEDULED/UNSCHEDULED GUESTS 

 Unscheduled 

  

Scheduled 

 

AGENDA ITEMS: 

1. S.E.H. Presentations Action 

a. Grein Addition – Motion to approve the supplemental letter agreement for work on the 

Grein addition made by Pavelko/Bakalyar, all yes, motion carried. The proposed fee of 

S.E.H. for the project is $17,600. This agreement would create a plan to share with home 

builders to get their homes at a level that will match the street and neighborhood. This 

plan gives council options for how to proceed for streets, lot sales, sewer services. 

b. Highway 86 ~ Amendment for Preliminary Engineering Report of USDA RD Wastewater 

project funding – Motion to approve the supplemental letter agreement for amendment of 

the PER for the wastewater project made by Pavelko/Monson, all yes, motion carried. 

The proposed fee of S.E.H. for the amendment is an hourly not to exceed amount of 

$6,800. With changes to the Hwy 86 corridor project with MNDOT participation an 

amendment for the PER for USDA Rural Development. This PER will remove street work 
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but add underground of all of Hwy 86 thru Lakefield. The separation is necessary as 

MNDOT and USDA RD do not use the same construction standards for projects.   

2. Bearing Replacement for wastewater plant – The bearing that is the heart of the wastewater 

plant is in poor condition and cannot wait for the project for replacement. Jason Rossow, 

PeopleService has asked for the bearing to be replaced as soon as possible vs waiting for the plant 

project.  We have received permission from USDA RD to do the work before the project, and 

submit for reimbursement with the first payment submission, but 3 quotes are required. Rasche 

asks the council to call for quotes for the replacement of the bearing. Staff will work with the 

engineers on specs for the quotes, so all are quoting in the same playing field, as well as a list of 

contractors to contact that may supply a quote.  Motion to call for quotes made by Hall/Pavelko, 

all yes, motion carried.   

3. Resolution 20-10 – Constitution and Business Friendly Community – Mayor Rossow read the 

Resolution in its entirety he wished to present.  Pavelko shared his reasons for support of this 

resolution.  He understands the governor’s ability to declare the emergency. He is concerned 

about the picking and choosing between what is essential and not essential when picking 

businesses that can be open and which cannot.  Some businesses can open following CDC 

guidelines, some businesses where not given the chance to be open by following the guidelines. 

He feels businesses should be given the opportunity to comply, large businesses have been given 

the opportunity to comply, small businesses have not. He is concerned this will be a long process. 

He wants small businesses the opportunity to open with modifications to comply with the CDC, 

giving business the CHOICE to try and open, give them a fighting chance to survive these times. 

Monson shared “My Question to the Mayor, There were two council members on a committee to 

discuss and make recommendations about our community during this pandemic.  

You surveyed our area with questions about opening our business community and had not 

discussed this with our committee.  

My concern about requesting relief from the Governor’s Executive Orders are not taking into 

account the people residing in our community. You stated the City Council will use any legal 

means to protect the Constitutional rights of the citizens of Lakefield. I am in agreement to 

protect our citizens but I am not in agreement with not following the Governor’s orders. 

We just recently had a neighboring community, Worthington, shut down their meat packing plant, 

JBS, due to Covid 19. Our community is not an entity of its own but we are part of the Greater 

Minnesota community. Do we want to run the risk of exposing our community to the virus? We, 

our state, has yet to hit our peak for the virus and our numbers within the state continue to grow.  

Do we want to expose our community even more than what we are exposed to through those who 

work in other communities and return daily?  

Are we going to usurp the Governors powers to think of only parts of our community but exclude 

consideration of our elderly in the nursing home, assisted living, those who live at home, our 

children, those with health problems?  

I am a supporter of community businesses but for the sake of our community, I recommend we 

don’t break from the “Shelter in Place” executive order but continue to promote the health and 

well-being of our community and the surrounding areas. 

I am recommending to wait until we see a decline in the Covid 19 numbers (these are people 

which may become so ill they may die from it) don’t open our community while the numbers of 

verified Covid 19 exposed patients continue to increase.” 

Mayor Rossow recognized Monson’s comments that several are very valid. Untied’s (Body 

Balance Fitness) are having a very hard time in this time.  They operate a small gym, they do not 

qualify for many of the programs to support business, they have no employees, don’t qualify for 

unemployment.  They are using their savings, meant to put their child thru college, to survive this 

time of zero income. They are looking for the opportunity to open within the CDC guidelines. He 

is not telling anyone to open their business or telling people to patronize any business.  Monson 

wants businesses to survive this.  Are there other resources for businesses?  As a small business 
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owner herself, she feels the community as a whole is important, is there other funding 

opportunities that businesses, like the Untied’s can access.  Pavelko stated consideration of this 

resolution is a BIG DEAL.  There are people in the community at risk.  He feels it is possible for 

businesses to open and protect those at risk.  Follow CDC protocols, allow a few to enter a 

facility.  The choice of the individual either those of health risk or as business owner, is 

important.  He doesn’t feel the virus is going away, feels all will eventually be exposed to.  Lake 

dock workers have been deemed essential.  He stops at several businesses that have been able to 

be open.  Lakefield is not Hennepin County, not St. Paul.  MN has joined forces with other states, 

now Lakefield is not lumped into a group with Chicago and Detroit.  Rural MN gets lumped into 

a much larger group.  Concerned there is a political agenda for some.  Small businesses should be 

given the opportunity to compete with Walmart and the other large “essential” businesses.  

Monson concerned of other people coming to Lakefield before knowing they are ill.  Many 

people don’t know they are ill.  Doesn’t want to give the perception that all is “good to go”.  Until 

we know COVID numbers are in decline and not rising.  Hall would like to see businesses have 

the opportunity to choose but concerned if Lakefield even has the authority to do this.  Rossow 

this is not an ordinance not a law, this is a document that the council wants to stand up for 

Lakefield businesses.  Local legislators Weber and Hamilton are in support of this resolution.  

The Commissioner of Public Safety contacted Rossow and he stated gym’s being open are not 

even on their radar yet, working on a plan for businesses to apply to open.  Rossow stated of the 

opening plan “look at MNLARS history, it took take months for the application to be reviewed”.  

Rossow can’t watch our community suffer, arbitrary rules are not considering all of the state.  

Pavelko stated the council can take a stand to represent the local businesses.  State continues to 

pick and choose, giving some business options to open and others not given the opportunity.  A 

challenge to this order may cause a better look at the effects and make it better.  Asking 

businesses, the opportunity to be considered essential.  The list of essential business is growing 

based on political connection.  Monson asks the council to take this up with the governor directly.  

We don’t have a local hospital.  If Lakefield is hit with the COVID virus area hospitals could be 

filled.  Take the fight to the state level to try and make the playing field equal.  Pavelko all 

businesses in Lakefield are essential, we are not Minneapolis/St Paul.  Hospital all over the 

country are laying people off because they are empty, hospital ships located off the coasts have 

minimal people.  This is a very serious, but he feels the projections of infection is off.  This 

resolution is not telling anyone to do anything, stating that all businesses are essential.  Rossow 

feels the governor has taken the power from local legislators by the executive order, the voice of 

Lakefield can’t be heard.  The resolution supports the responsibility to follow the CDC guidelines 

to protect personal safety and other’s safety.  Pavelko this resolution is not a disrespect towards 

any of them, he has the highest respect for the Lakefield police department.  This is a stance to the 

situation as whole.  This is not to work against law enforcement.  Bakalyar the longer these 

closures go on the more unrest will occur.  Protesting has already begun, at the MN capital.  This 

is a situation not fair to all.  Anger is growing.  Pavelko feels the state leaders are not hearing us.  

The lack of a timeline makes it difficult to take out a loan or plan for the financial future.  

Monson concerned that protestors have put themselves at risk.  All for support of businesspeople, 

sorry for the difficult times.  A perception that this virus is not a “big deal” if council supports 

this resolution.  Bakalyar voiced a desire to table until the next meeting, Hall agreed.  Pavelko 

asked why not pass the resolution now?  The next meeting is May 4th.  Wait two weeks and see 

what happens or pass resolution to give the leaders at the state level incentive to move on May 

4th?  Motion to approve the resolution made by Rossow/Pavelko.  Voice vote:  No:  Hall, 

Monson, Bakalyar  Yes:  Rossow, Pavelko, motion fails.   Motion to revisit this resolution at the 

May 4, 2020 , meeting made by Hall/Bakalyar, voice vote, all yes, motion carried. 

4. Grein Tax Abatement Request – The heirs of Frieda Grein have requested a tax reimbursement 

for property taxes.  In the exchange of the farmland part of the agreement is that the Grein’s 

would pay the same amount in property taxes for the land that is within city limits, as if it were 
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outside city limits.  Creating an Ag Taxation District has been researched and discussed, staff 

feels adding this district will not accomplish the goal of the Grein agreement.  Motion to approve 

a reimbursement to payable to Richard Grein, as letter requested, for 2020 taxes to reimburse the 

difference between township and city tax in the amount of $1,508.72, made by Hall/Pavelko, all 

yes, motion carried. 

5. Mulch Quotes – Two price quotes were received, one in the amount of $24,425.00 which 

included installation of mulch and rubber timber edging, the other for the same mulch product but 

with wooden timber edging in the amount of 22,149.00.  The council discussed the pros and cons 

of the wood and rubber edging. They feel the rubber is safer for children and more durable over 

the long run.  Motion to approve Cedar Red for mulch with rubber edging in the amount of 

$24,425.00 made by Hall/Bakalyar add notes 

6. Immanuel Lutheran Church Lawful Gambling Permit for Oktoberfest – Motion to approve 

the gambling permit for Oktoberfest made by Bakalyar/Monson, all yes, motion carried. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

1.  COVID 19 as needed 

a. 1.  2020 Clean up days – Rasche asked the council if they have a desire to delay the 

annual spring cleanup.  No need to delay the pickup it will go on as expected on June 1st. 

2. Mitchell Macek pay increase typo – correction for March 18, 2020, minutes – Rasche shared a 

typo that occurred in the March 18, 2020 approved minutes.  The minutes state a 50¢ increase, 

which is correct, but the printed amount per hour is wrong.  It was recorded as $19.93 and should 

be $20.18.  Motion to amend the approved minutes of March 18, 2020, to reflect the correction of 

hourly wage made by Hall/Bakalyar, all yes, motion carried. 

 

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

1. Other Board and Committee Reports 

2. School Information as needed 

3. Wastewater Permit Public Notice 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

1. Next council meeting Monday, May 4, 2020, at 7:00 p.m. in City Hall. 

 

Motion to close the meeting at 8:35 p.m., made by Pavelko/Hall, all yes, motion carried. 

 

Attest: 

 

 

_________________________    _____________________________ 

Kelly R. Rasche, Clerk    Brian Rossow, Mayor 


