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LAKEFIELD CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

November 18, 2019 

ADOPTED 

 

CALL THE COUNCIL MEETING TO ORDER at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Council Present: Brian Rossow, Nathan Hall, Bruce Bakalyar, Brent Pavelko, Andrea Monson 

 

Council Absent:  

 

Others Present: Kelly Rasche-Clerk, Richard Doescher, Lance Frerichs-Street Foreman, Fire Department-

Kyle Reasoner and Tim Baumann, Justin Lessman-Media 

 

Agenda Approval – Motion to approve the agenda with additions, made by Hall/Pavelko, all yes, motion 

carried. 

 

Minutes Approval – Motion to approve the minutes, with addition of information concern sweeper trade in, 

of November 4, 2019, meetings made by Bakalyar/Monson, all yes, motion carried. 

 

Accounts Payable –Motion to approve the payments and the investment and transfer activity as presented, 

in the amount of $555,135.53 made by Monson/Hall, all yes, motion carried.   

 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

1. Street – new sweeper has been delivered and used.  Efficiency is tremendous compared to old 

unit. 

2. Clerk –  

a. Dog Park Solar Light – the light is installed, if you have an opportunity to view the light 

in operation, please do.   A decision on whether to keep or return the light will need to be 

made at the next council meeting. 

b. Middle School Building Discussion – The school referendum has passed.  What are the 

council’s wishes of any “next steps” concerning the middle school building?  The council 

discussed several options about the building.  Brainstorming use ideas, contact a 

professional group to lead a discussion, create a council committee to meet with school 

representatives to discuss the issue. 

c. Ambulance Modems – the $3,000 approved at the previous council meeting to update 

modems is now a cost of $1,446.  Ambulance Director Fricke was able to negotiate a trade 

of the replaced modems to reduce the cost. 

 

SCHEDULED/UNSCHEDULED GUESTS 

 Scheduled 

 

 Unscheduled 

 

AGENDA ITEMS: 

1. Fire Dept Requests 

a. Turnout gear replacement recommendation – Two quotes were received.  Heiman Fire 

Equipment at $2,946 per set for 23 sets and Jefferson Fire and Safety at $2,881.50 per set.  

The set includes coat, pants, helmet and boots.  The department recommendation the 

Heiman Fire equipment because the boots are more user friendly, softer tread, more 

comfortable and flexible; the helmet includes a light integrated and the coats are of better 

quality.    Motion to approve the price for 23 sets from Heiman Fire Equipment in the 
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amount of $67,758.00 made by Pavelko/Hall, all yes, motion carried.  Councilor Pavelko 

and Mayor Rossow will work with finance on the fund these will be paid from. 

b. Hire FEMA grant writer consideration – The department members have submitted 

grant applications over the past several years.  They have not had success in receiving 

grant funds.  They are requesting approval to hire a professional to apply for a FEMA 

grant.  Motion to approve the hiring of Karin Anderson GrantWriting for Farwell MN in 

the amount of $1,000 made by Hall/Monson, all yes, motion carried.  The application in 

the first year is $1,000, if the application is unsuccessful, the same application will be 

submitted at a cost of $500 the second year. 

2. Tanker Truck Purchase Offer Consideration – an offer has been received for the tanker truck.  

The offer is $4,500.  This amount was the reserve price on the auction.  Does the council wish to 

accept this offer, or list on Purple Wave Auction?  To list on Purple Wave, a title must be applied 

for at a cost of $45.  Our fire trucks have certificates of origin, not titles.  The council will list the 

Motion to rescind the motion to lists the tanker truck on Purple Wave Auction made by 

Bakalyar/Monson, all yes, motion carried.  Motion to accept the offer of $4,500 from 

Environment Equipment and Services, Inc. if no bid is received that is greater by 4:00 p.m. 

Friday, November 22, 2019, made by Rossow/Pavelko, all yes, motion carried. 

3. Close 2018 Street Project 4M/MP (202) – Motion to approve the closing of the 2018 Street 

Project 4M/MP fund made by Bakalyar/Pavelko, all yes, motion carried.  Closing of this fund 

transfers the money to the checking account to pay the remaining street project bills. 

4. BDPI Grant Agreement Consideration – Motion to accept the grant and approve for signature 

and direct the utility board to oversee the project made by Bakalyar/Monson, all yes, motion 

carried.  This is the electrical line relocation for Hussong Mfg expansion. 

5. R.O. Plant Change Order Consideration – Information not available, will be at a future 

meeting. 

6. Lutheran Social Services Senior Dining Contract for 2020 – Motion to approve the 

continuation of the services contract for Lakefield Senior Dining with Lutheran Social Services 

made by Pavelko/Hall, all yes, motion carried. 

7. National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit Application Fee – The 

application for the renewal of the MPDES permit for the waste water plant is due.  Rossow has 

been working on completion of the application.  The application is due December 1, 2019.  The 

application fee is unknown at this meeting.  Council will allow staff to issue the proper payment 

after S.E.H. and environmental attorney has reviewed the application.  No action taken at this 

time. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

1.  Green Earth Recycling – Many items were discussed, keeping sidewalks cleared, keep items 

out of the right of way, scrap metal cannot interfere with snow removal.  Mayor Rossow and 

Rasche will reach out to the MPCA to see what permitting Green Earth has in place.  Then we 

will have a conversation with Green Earth Recycling. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS  

 

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

1. Other Board and Committee Reports 

i. Jackson County Historical Society – the society now owns the building they occupy.   

2. MNDoT meeting result concerning Hwy 86 and 2020 Street Project – Rasche, Kavitz, 

Frerichs and others met with representatives of MNDoT in Mankato to discuss the possibility of 

MNDoT participating with Lakefield during the Hwy 86 street work in 2021.  The discussion 

centered on the questions MNDoT needs answered for them to make a determination of 

participation.  Lakefield Hwy 86 is not on their 5 or 10 year plan.  Their participation would be 
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difficult, but it was not ruled out.  They asked Kavitz and staff to calculate the financial 

participation of MNDoT, if they were to participate.  Kavitz and staff are working on the 

information requested.  Council will continue to be updated as information is available. 

3. 2016 Street Project – Mayor Rossow shared information about an email received from Mike 

Johnson of Wenck Associates about requesting a final payment of the project with Schmidt 

Construction.  Mayor Rossow reminded Mike that the retainage is for the sewer service televising 

and turf restoration.  The sewer services have not been televised and the request for the tickets for 

the turf restoration to verify it was done as designed have not be received.  No follow-up reply 

from Wenck has been received. 

4. EDA Housing Meeting on Nov. 22nd—The EDA will be hosting a meeting of area contractors 

and businesses that are a part of a house construction.  The meeting is a starting point to generate 

a stakeholders group that would build homes in Lakefield. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

1. Next council meeting Monday, December 2, 2019, at 7:00 p.m. in City Hall. 

2. Truth in Taxation Hearing 7:00 p.m. December 2, 2019, in City Hall 

3. City Departments Closed November 28, City Hall Closed 29 for Thanksgiving Holiday 

 

Motion to adjourn at 8:29 p.m. made by Bakalyar/Hall, all yes, motion carried.   

 

Attest: 

 

 

_________________________    _____________________________ 

Kelly R. Rasche, Clerk    Brian Rossow, Mayor 


