LAKEFIELD CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
December 3, 2018 ~ 5:30 PM
ADOPTED
Truth in Taxation Hearing called to order at 7:00 p.m. – 

Council Present: Brian Rossow, Nathan Hall, Bruce Bakalyar, Brent Pavelko, Andrea Monson

Others Present: Kelly Rasche-Clerk, Andrew Konechne-Police Chief, Darrell Nissen – LPU Liaison, Kevin Young-S.E.H., Cheryl Ulferts-Finance, Mark Rademacher, Stan Sievert, Sally Almodovar, Alyssa Burmeister, Clint Koster, Jarrod Schubert, Tim Baumann – Fire Chief, Laura DeKok- Media, 

Hearing Comments:

1.  Jared Schubert – Had issues with non-homestead classification and value of property
2. Clint Koster – Had issues with valuation

Both were informed the hearing for valuation is held in May.  The Mayor encouraged them to contact the Jackson County Assessor’s office about these issues.

After public comments were heard, Finance Manager Ulferts shared an overview of the budget and the levy at a 3% increase.  There are several items that have come to light in the past week that will affect the budget both is additional expenses and additional revenues.  Ulferts recommend the council wait to approve the final levy until the next council meeting as many of these unknown will be known in the next two weeks.

Motion to close the hearing at 7:12 p.m. made by Pavelko/Bakalyar, all yes, motion carried
CALL THE COUNCIL MEETING TO ORDER at 7:00 p.m.

Council Present: Brian Rossow, Nathan Hall, Bruce Bakalyar, Brent Pavelko, Andrea Monson
Council Absent: 

Others Present: Kelly Rasche-Clerk, Andrew Konechne-Police Chief, Darrell Nissen – LPU Liaison, Kevin Young-S.E.H., Cheryl Ulferts-Finance, Mark Rademacher, Stan Sievert, Sally Almodovar, Alyssa Burmeister, Clint Koster, Jared Schubert, Tim Baumann – Fire Chief, Laura DeKok- Media, 
Agenda Approval – Motion to approve the updated agenda made by Monson/Hall, all yes, motion carried.
Minutes Approval – Motion to approve the minutes of November 19, 2018, meetings made by Pavelko/Monson, all yes, motion carried.

Accounts Payable – Motion to approve the payments and the investment and transfer activity as presented, in the amount of $546,942.37 made by Hall/Pavelko, all yes, motion carried.
WASTE WATER PROJECT OPEN FORUM (3 minutes per speaker)


SCHEDULED/UNSCHEDULED GUESTS


Scheduled

1.  Mark Rademacher – asked the council for information on why the stop signs were added on Douglas St.  Mayor Rossow shared the information about the concerns that were brought to the council at a previous meeting.  Mr. Rademacher shared other streets that have no stop signage and no sidewalks.  Council Pavelko shared information about the lengthy discussion the council had making the decision to add the signs.  Council Bakalyar voiced why he supported the signage for safety of kids in the neighborhood.  Mayor Rossow asked Mr. Rademacher what he has for concerns about those particular signs.  Mr. Rademacher feels that is a thru street that should not be stopped on a two block street.  Mayor Rossow shared that it is two “blocks” but the blocks are longer than a “normal” block.  Council Pavelko doesn’t feel it is the best solution, but a solution that is livable for slowing traffic.  Reducing speed to less than 30 mph requires a traffic study by the state, the findings of the state would be required to be met.  The recommendation of the state could be for a higher speed limit.  Stan Sievert shared information about a study that states stop signs should not be placed for speed control.  Mr. Sievert will provide a copy of the study for council to review.

Unscheduled

DEPARTMENT REPORTS

1. Chief Konechne -- Shared details on the new reporting system used for the council packet information.

2. Clerk – Thank you to Andrew Konechne for the construction of the table for use at city hall.  JCC School has declared I-Pads for sale; Rasche is working with the JCC IT department to, possibly, purchase 8 units for council use considering their condition.  Cost is $50 each.
3. Fire Chief Baumann – Received a letter of resignation from Nicholas Blaskey.  Motion to accept the resignation made by Bakalyar/Monson, all yes, motion carried.  Tim reports the department is down 3 firemen at this time.  The department has the most difficulty finding people that are available during daytime hours.  The department has been actively trying to recruit.
AGENDA ITEMS:

1. Resolution 18-32 -- 2019 Levy Consideration – Motion to table until the next meeting made by Bakalyar/Hall, all yes, motion carried.
2. R.O. System Bids Consideration – Kevin Young, engineer of S.E.H. Engineering shared a letter of recommendation for the review and approval of the bids received for installation of the PILOT R.O. system at the water plant.  Two bids were received; one from Harn RO in the amount of $565,506, the other from Wigen Water at $432,474.  After bid evaluation considering operation and maintenance costs, the recommendation is to accept the bid of Wigen Water.  PUC liaison Nissen, a participant in the bid evaluation process, recommends the council approve the Wigen Water bid.  Motion to accept the bid of Wigen Water in the amount of $432,474 plus sales tax, made by Hall/Pavelko, all yes, motion carried.  The system is expected to be installed in the next three weeks, operational in January, February and March. 
3. Non-levy budget approval considerations – Finance Manager Ulferts presented the budgets for the below funds.  Motion to approve the 2019 budgets presented for the Sewer/Sewer Maintenance Fund, the Liquor Fund and the Ambulance Fund made by Bakalyar/Monson, all yes, motion carried.
a. Sewer and Sewer Maintenance Fund

b. Liquor Fund

c. Ambulance Fund

4. Ducks Unlimited Gamble Permit – Ducks Unlimited will be holding a raffle drawing on Feb. 2, 2019, at the Lakefield VFW.  Motion to approve the gambling permit made by Monson/Pavelko, all yes, motion carried.
5. Resolution 18-33 -- 2019 Liquor and Tobacco License – Motion to approve Resolution 18-33 made by Monson/Hall, voice vote, all yes, motion carried.
6. Resolution 18-31 -- Establish 2019 Polling Site Location -- Motion to approve Resolution 18-31 made by Hall/Monson, voice vote, all yes, motion carried.
7. Senior Dining Lutheran Social Services Annual Agreement Consideration – Motion to approve the 2019 agreement with Lutheran Social Services in the amount of $3,623 made by Bakalyar/Monson, all yes, motion carried.
OLD BUSINESS

OTHER BUSINESS

1.  First Meeting in January 2019 time/date discussion – the meeting will be held at 5:30 p.m. on January 7, 2019.
2. Jackson County Historical Society – Larry Lavin has been contacted to help raise funds for the new building for the Society.  Jeff Gay- Jackson Co. Veteran Services is working to give the Veteran’s Memorial in Lakefield a facelift and find people to continue to maintain the site.
OTHER BOARD AND COMMITTEE REPORTS
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

1. Department Head Report

2. Police Department Report

3. JCC Schools Information – Council Monson shared an overview on the school board meeting held Nov. 26. 
a. A public informational meeting concerning Grade Alike will be held at the JCC Middle School in Lakefield on Wednesday, December 12th at 6:00 p.m.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

1. Next council meeting Monday, December 17, 2018, at 7:00 p.m. in City Hall.

Motion to adjourn at 8:50 p.m. made by Bakalyar/Pavelko, all yes, motion carried.  

Attest:

_________________________ 


_____________________________

Kelly R. Rasche, Clerk



Brian Rossow, Mayor
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