
ADOPTED UTILITY MINUTES 

April 21, 2026 

CITY HALL ~ 4:00 P.M. 

 

Board Present: Doug Busch, Doug Anderson, Steve Condon, Chad Janssen and Mark Steffen 

Board Absent:  

Others Present: Rustin Kaderabek-Electric Foreman, Holly Rademacher-Clerk, Mike Frank- ITC and Rod 

Pricher- ITC. 

 

Call the meeting to order. 

 

Approval of the Agenda -- Motion to approve the agenda made by Anderson/Busch, all yes, motion carried. 

 

Approval of the minutes -- Motion to approve the minutes March 17, 2026, made by Steffen/Busch all yes, 

motion carried. 

 

Approval of Accounts Payable -- Motion to approve the Accounts Payable YTD with Kruger noting differences in 

revenue- Electricity typically increases in summer months, Items for Resale- Power purchased will increase with charges 

for services increasing insurance renewals upcoming-  expense low due to timing, Misc Other - Take down tower $19K 

and approve the Investment and Transfer Activity, made by Anderson\Steffen all yes, motion carried. 
 

SCHEDULED/UNSCHEDULED GUESTS 

 Scheduled- ITC Power on Midwest- Mike with ITC explained PowerOn Midwest is a series of new electric 

transmission projects anchored by a 765 kV backbone transmission line being developed by Great River Energy, ITC 

Midwest, Otter Tail Power Company and Xcel Energy. The projects will connect eastern South Dakota, southern 

Minnesota and the broader region, enhancing grid reliability in the Upper Midwest to meet growing and evolving energy 

needs in the coming decades. Rod with ITC stated Great River Energy and ITC Midwest have partnered to construct, own, 

and maintain the proposed IA border-Lakefield Junction-Pleasant Valley 765 kV project in southern Minnesota. As part 

of the Midcontinent Independent System Operator's (MISO) Long-Range Transmission Planning (LRTP) Tranche 2.1 

portfolio, this project is a part of a regional effort to modernize the electric grid and meet growing energy needs. Key 

milestones PowerOn Midwest must undergo a comprehensive state regulatory review led by the Minnesota Public 

Utilities Commission (MPUC), this includes two key approvals: Certificate of Need (CON) - filed February 3, 2026, and 

Route Permit application - anticipated to be filed in 2027. We are holding open house meetings in your community in 

June 2026. Take this opportunity to learn about PowerOn Midwest. We'll be available to discuss preliminary route 

options, answer questions, and take your input. There is no formal presentation. Drop in any time. 

 

 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 Accounts Receivable – Cold weather rule will be effective until the end of April, the scheduled shut off date is 

May 5th. Rademacher stated Schensted is doing a phenomenal job! She is willing to learn and has confidence to keep 

improving. She has been a great addition to the city. The new programing/billing is being converted this week, the May 

billing will have a different look. We will be doing multiple days of training for the new software the next couple weeks.   

 Electric Department – Kaderabek stated they got the winter banners down and spring banners up on Hwy 86. 

Installed the street light on intersection of Hwy 86 and Menage Ave. Most of the trees for campground are in and will be 

planted. Removed the pole by Cooperative Energy. The vac pump was replaced under warranty. Tyler from MRES 

contacted rusty with lead on technician from California that will be able to assist in getting the Mitsubishi up and running.     

 Water Department- Macek updated the commissioners, the wall is completed and door has been installed. He 

noted what a difference in air quality the wall makes. He is waiting on estimates from multiple electricians for installment 

of exhaust system. SEH provided an engineer plan for exhaust system. Wes from Watersurplus came for a quarterly visit, 

he assisted with a flush & soak of membranes which is dropping the pressure. This process will also help with the 

longevity of the membranes. Macek fixed a chemical leak and is getting quotes for LaCannes to move the water service.  

 

AGENDA ITEM 



1. Stenzel Excavating Invoice- Macek supplied an invoice from Stenzel Excavating in the amount of $2,000 for 

new water service tap and curb stop or new construction of duplexes on North Ridge Drive. A motion to approve 

Stenzel Excavating invoice in the amount of $2,000 made by Anderson/Busch all in favor, motion carried. 

2. Hawkins Estimate-Macek submitted estimate from Hawkins for sodium bisulfite pump in the amount of $2,765 

this pump would be a replacement/extra to have on hand. A motion to approve Hawkins quote for chemical pump 

in the amount of $2,765 made by Busch/Steffen, all in favor, motion carried. 

3. Border States Invoice- Invoice from Border States in the amount of $1,681.30 for 12 led street light heads. 

Kaderabek stated the department has been replacing many of the old style china heads.  A motion to approve 

Border States invoice as presented in the amount of $1,681.30 made by Busch/Andrson, all in favor, motion 

carried. 

4. Itron Invoice- The invoice provided from itron for temetra walk by subscription from August 2026 to July 2027 

in the amount of $3,707.88. A motion to approve the itron invoice for the temetra subscription in the amount of 

$3,707.88 made by Anderson/Busch, all in favor, motion carried. 

5. LMC Workers Compensation Invoice- League of Minnesota Cities provided invoice for worker’s 

compensation insurance in the amount of $33,590 for the year 2026. This is coverage from April 1st, 2026, to 

April 1st, 2027. The limits of liability include bodily injury- each occurrence $1,500,000 and bodily injury by 

disease- limit $1,500,000. The premium is calculated by number of employees in each department which have 

different rates.  A motion to approve the invoice from the LMC for workers compensation in the amount of 

$33,590 for workers compensation made by Condon/Steffen all in favor, motion carried. 

6. CDS 2025 Audit Invoice- The invoice for CDS was presented for the 2025 audit in the amount of $24,500. 

Rademacher stated the utilities account portion is $6,000 which is the same as 2025, the remaining balance is split 

between all city departments. A motion to approve CDS invoice in the amount of $24,500 made by 

Busch/Anderson, all in favor, motion carried. 

7. MMUA Safety Invoice- Quarter 2 MMUA invoice in the amount of $4,698.75 for safety management program 

and electric job training was submitted. Rademacher stated the safety management program is beneficial to the 

city and utilities, SMBS also utilizes the safety program and splits the yearly cost. A motion to approve payment 

of MMUA invoice in the amount of $4,698.78 with cost sharing with the City ($1,014.37) utilities ($1655.63) and 

SMBS ($2,028.75) made by Buch/Steffen, all in favor, motion carried.   

8. Irby Invoice- Kaderabek submitted invoice from irby for wire, fuses and general supplies in the amount of 

$3,116.53. A motion to approve irby invoice in the amount of $$3,116.53 made by Anderson/Busch, all in favor, 

motion carried. 

9. Computer Lodge Invoices 

a. Block Time Agreement- This agreement is for contracted hours for IT support in the quantity of 40 

hours in the amount of $3,800 to be shared with the city at 50 percent. Rademacher stated Computer 

Lodge continues to do an excellent job and reasonable. A motion to approve cost share of 50/50 with the 

city for computer lodge invoice in the amount of $3,800 (utilities portion $1,900) made by 

Steffen/Busch, all in favor, motion carried. 

b. Laptop Invoice- Rademacher stated that the invoice from computer lodge is for the three new laptops in 

city hall. The invoice is $409.43 more than the estimate due to extra on-site work with transferring of 

Banyon and switching clerk laptop to street department. The utility portion of the increase would be 

$307.07. A motion to approve invoice from Computer Lodge in the amount of $3,976.43 with splitting 

with the city making utilities portion $1,988.21 made by Anderson/Steffen, all in favor, motion carried.   

10. Estimate for additional mulch around Water Treatment Plant- Macek stated the landscaping at the water 

treatment plant is in need of mulch. Lakefield Landscapes provided estimate of 104 bags of mulch for $1,430. 

Macek suggested replacing the mulch with rock. Rademacher provided an estimate from Hansen Concrete for ¾ 

inch river rock for $46.75 a yard. A motion to approve replacing the mulch with ¾ in or bigger river rock made by 

Steffen/Condon, all in favor, motion carried.  

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

 

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

1. SMBS Report – Busch stated the city of Jackson tried to get a buy out from SMBS so they could join 

Federated, it was voted down by the board. SMBS submitted proposal to WindomNet for a straight buy out no 

dividends or voice on the board.    



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

1. Next commission meeting Tuesday, May 19, 2026, at 4:00 p.m. in City Hall. 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 4:50 p.m. made by Busch/Steffen, all yes, motion carried. 

 

 

__________________________________ 

Chad Janssen, Chairman 

 

Attest: 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Holly Rademacher, City Clerk 


