
 
 
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

May 18, 2026, ~ 7:00 PM 
 
 

Council Present: Stephen A. Condon, Andrea Monson, Jeff Paplow, Heather Hussong-Reasoner and Brent Pavelko  
Council Absent:   
Others Present: Holly Rademacher – City Clerk, Brent Kavitz-SEH, Dorene Poppe- Lions Club, Justin Lessman- Media 
online, Derek && Trica Schulz- online, Carol Schulz- online, and Resident of Lakefield- online. 
 
CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER – The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Mayor Condon. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
AGENDA CHANGES/APPROVE AGENDA- A motion to approve the agenda made by Hussong- Reasoner/Monson, 
all in favor, motion carried.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES- A motion to approve minutes from May 4th, 2026, as presented, made by 
Paplow/Pavelko, all in favor, motion carried.  
 
APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL REPORT – Rademacher stated Kruger is adjusting to the program and working on 
fixing the kinks in the reports. Kruger provided YTD financials via email with no concerns or questions noted.  A motion 
to approve financial statements as presented made by Hussong-Reasoner/Paplow all in favor, motion carried. 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS – Department Reports were presented, and no additional questions or concerns were noted.     
 
SCHEDULED/UNSCHEDULED GUESTS (limit 5 minutes each) – 
   
AGENDA ITEMS:  

1. Amend Resolution 26-13- Rademacher stated when she was reviewing resolution 26-13 call for public 
hearing for 2026 street project assessments it was stated in on the May 4th meeting under paragraph 3 the first 
of the installments to be payable on or before the first Monday in January 2027, which needs to state 2028 for 
year. Rademacher recommends amending the resolution with the year change in paragraph 3 to state, the first 
of the installments to be payable on or before the first Monday in January 2028. A motion to approve 
amending Resolution 26-13 paragraph 3 to state, the first of the installments to be payable on or before the 
first Monday in January, 2028 made by Hussong-Reasoner/Paplow, voice vote, all yes, motion carried.  

2. Resolution 26-16 2026 Street and Utility Improvement Project accepting Bid- Resolution 26-16 states 
advertisement for bids for the construction of the 2026 Street and Utility Improvement Project, bids were 
received, opened and tabulated according to law, and the following bids were received complying with the 
advertisement. It appears M.R. Paving and Excavating, Inc. of New Ulm, Minnesota, is the lowest responsible 
bidder with a total of $4,112,366.06. Authorized and directed to enter into a contract with M.R. Paving and 
Excavating, Inc. of New Ulm, Minnesota, in the name of the City of Lakefield, Minnesota, for the 
construction of the 2026 Street and Utility Improvement Project (Base Bid and Alternate 1), according to the 
plans and specification therefore approved by the city council and on file in the office. Pavelko asked about 
the difference with the alternate options. Kavitz explained alternate 1 is to remove and replace the 10” water 
line as alternate 2 is to leave the 10” water main and work around. Kavitz concern with alternate 2 is the 
unknown of water services that connect to the line, the more services connected meaning the more saddles 
that will need to be placed which could cause weak spots in the main. A motion to approve Resolution 26-16 
2026 Street and Utility Improvement Project accepting Bid as presented made by Pavelko/Hussong-
Reasoner, voice vote, all yes, motion carried.  

3. Review and approval of a Geotechnical Services Proposal- SEH along with council reviewed the bids of 
Geotechnical Services Proposal. Two proposals were received. Geotek Engineering and Testing Services Inc. 
submitted a proposal in the amount of $41,925 to $53,175. Chosen Valley Testing Inc. submitted a proposal 
in the amount of $170,323. Both firms were provided with the same RFP. Upon review, the primary reason 
for the significant cost difference appears to be the approach to concrete testing. Chosen Valley Testing is 



proposing approximately 166 site visits for concrete testing, compared to approximately 30 to 40 visits 
anticipated by Geotek Engineering and Testing Services. The concrete testing portion of the Chosen Valley 
proposal alone totals $118,638. Given this information and the overall proposals received, SEH recommend 
awarding the geotechnical services to Geotechnical Engineering and Testing Services Inc. Pavelko asked 
Kavitz if he sees any issues that may arise or differences going with the low bidder. Kavitz started he has not 
worked with Geotek on a project, but other SEH associates have and no comments or concerns were made. A 
motion to approve Geotek Engineering and Testing Services Inc. in the amount not to exceed $53,175 made 
by Monson/Paplow all in favor, motion carried. 

4. JCC Special Event Permit- Pleasantview Elementary submitted a special event permit with map for a fun 
water run on May 26th or 28th. The fun run with staff members spread around the route throwing water 
ballons and spraying the kids with water. This event was chosen by the Husky Pride Council and is a reward 
the students have earned for showing husky pride throughout the school year. The route would be using the 
walking path, Milwaukee and Menage, they have requested, if possible, for police presence.  Rademacher 
stated that the school did this event last year and were very respectable and picked up all pieces of ballons and 
trash. A motion to approve Pleasantview Elementary School special event permit made by Hussong-
Reasoner/Monson all yes, motion carried. 

5. Summerfest Special event Permit- SummerFest Committee has submitted the special event permit from 
June 15th to the 21st. There are many activities and happenings in the week and fun for all ages. The 
complete schedule is provided and additions to the schedule can be added by contacting Heather! Reasoner 
explained there many new and exciting events coming, she stated hot dog night will be Thursday and will be 
at the north city park shelter. Food trucks will be on Douglas Street all day Saturday. Thank you to all the 
volunteers who make the celebration happen! A motion to approve SummerFest special events permit as 
listed for June 15th through the 21st made by Paplow/Pavelko all yes with Hussong-reasoner- abstain, motion 
carried. 

6. Lions BINGO Application- Lakefield Lions submitted application to have BINGO at the north city park 
shelter on June 17th of Summerfest week and Relay for Life night. A motion to approve the permit for June 
17th to the Lakefield Lions for BINGO in the park made by Hussong-Reasoner/Monson all yes, motion 
carried.  

7. Peddlers License for Summer School Treats- Corey Hanson with Summer School Treats is requesting a 
peddler’s license from May to December 31st, 2026, for the business of ice cream treats. The mayor and 
council are excited for the ice cream truck to be seen around town! A motion to approve Summer School 
Treats peddlers license made by Monson/Hussong-Reasoner all yes, motion carried.   

8. Schwickert’s Estimate for main ball valve- Schwickert’s provided an estimate for replacement of main ball 
valve the aquatic center in the amount of $1,500. This recommendation was made during a recent backflow 
test and can be referred to in ST51013338. The main ball valve is leaking. This does not affect the ability to 
fill the pool. A motion to approve Schwickert’s estimate in the amount of $1,500 to replace main ball valve 
made by Hussong-Reasoner/Monson, all in favor, motion carried.  

 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

1. Other Board and Committee Reports  
a. EDA Update – 

i. Next meeting June 12th at 12:00 pm 
b. LPU Update  

i. Next meeting on May 19th at 4:00 pm 
c. Park Update –  

i. Next meeting on June 8th at 4:30 pm at the Aquatic Center  
d. Planning & Zoning Update -   

i. Next meeting on June 26th 4:30 pm  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

1. City Hall will be CLOSED Monday May 25th, 2026, to observe Memorial Day! 
2. Next Council Meeting, Monday, June 8, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. in City Hall 

 
ADJOURNMENT- Motion to adjourn made by Paplow/Monson to adjourn at 7:21 p.m., all in favor, motion carried. 



 
 
Respectfully submitted: Holly Rademacher 
 
 
Attest: 
 
______________________________    
Holly Rademacher- City Clerk 


